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??? My Gratitude
? ?
Good afternoon, ladies and gentlemen. I
came from China when I was 13 years old.
When I was a high school student, I did part-
time job just as what you experienced. But
there is just one difference; that is, I am
foreigner and you are Japanese.
One day after school, I entered an ordinary
chain restaurant named Kokoitchi in my
neighborhoods, and asked the owner if he
wanted a waitress. He was happy to hear my
asking and let me enter the back room and
asked me more details about myself. After the
interview he told me there was no problem and
he would call me next week to come to work. I
was very happy because it would be my first
work in my life. One week was going by, I didn’t
get any call, so I went to the restaurant and
asked the owner if I could start working. Then
he apologized me. He told me that he decided to
use me, but some upper man said they would
not use foreigners. He bowed to me, said sorry.
This made me realized that I am different,
but I didn’t give up finding part-time job. Next
day I went all restaurants around my house
and what I said first was that I am Chinese,
and then I asked them if they need some
waitress. But I wasn’t accepted.
However, God didn’t destroy my dream
that someone will surely not distinguish
Japanese and foreigner. It was on the way of
coming home from school, I found a piece of
Help Wanted paper been posted on a small
noodle restaurant. I took the courage and
knocked the door. The owner was an old man;
he just looked at me and said “Uh, your height
is enough to touch the shelf. Ok, see you 6 p.m.
tomorrow.” I was a little surprised but excited
and ran to tell my mother that I really found
my first job.
The old man was running the restaurant
with his wife. They were a very cheerful couple;
especially the owner was always full of smiling.
They were taking me as if I was their daughter.
And noodle that I hated the most became the
food I like the best. Even though after I quit the
job, sometimes I went there to meet them and
had a delicious dish. Every time they made me
happy and gave me the courage to face any
problems.
This March the owner passed away quietly.
I couldn’t believe that I would no longer see his
smile and eat his dish telling him what
happened to me. In his funeral I cried. I
regretted that I had not said “Thank you.” I was
talking to him two things in my heart all the
time during the funeral. One was “thank you”
and “I am very appreciate working with you”;
the other was “your noodle dish was the best in
the world.” I was afraid that he couldn’t hear
me, so I told him in my heart again and again.
I regretted I didn’t have courage to tell him that
while he was here.
One always realizes the most important
thing after he lost it. But today let’s take
courage to bless the people who are kind to you!
Let’ say, “Thank you very much.” I am sure the
difference in nationality or language doesn’t
matter when we express the feeling of
gratitude.
??? We all are the SEED
?? ?
It is my dream to be a picture book writer.
While I was thinking and thinking about my
life after graduation, one story had come out in
my mind. This is the story. Please listen to it.
(If you cannot see well, please come to a seat at
the front /please come closer.)
“The Seed”
Where am I?
It’s very dark here,
I can’t see anything,
But somehow I feel very warm.
Oh, yes, I’m under the ground,
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And I’m a Seed.
I wonder how long I slept.
Somehow I’m impatient,
Someone is calling me;
Someone is waiting for me.
Oh, yes, I’m going out into the world.
Hey, what is the world like?
I don’t know why,
But I know only a little about the world.
First, I can see
Something beautifully blue.
And something shining brilliantly in it,
Ah, someone is calling me.
That is the one.
I don’t know why, I want to see you so much.
However... I heard that the world is such a
terrible place.
The earthworm said,
There’re no other places where you are so thirsty,
Where the wind is whistling,
Where you are stepped on,
And freezing...
Now I feel I’m protected,
I feel at ease being here under the ground.
But I’m going to go,
However hard it may be,
Surely...
Plenty of happiness and pleasure is waiting for
me.
Because that one shining on me,
So I’ll go towards him
In that direction.
After I wrote this story, I thought what it
means to be protected, what going out into the
world is, and what it is to decide and go forward
by oneself. And I am thankful that I have for
being protected by so many people and society.
When children are growing up, they feel
excited and throbbing, and at the same time,
feeling uneasy. Whenever we make up our own
minds, and whenever we go to a different place,
we feel anxious about many things.
You too have sown some seeds. And you
know that not every seed comes up. I think this
is common to everybody.
Living aboveground is hard. Sometimes
because of many discomforts, we think we
would better off being protected under the
ground. But as long as we are there, the flowers
will not open and fruits will not be born. The
seed could sleep underground, remaining
secluded and seeing no one. However, although
the Seed knows the hard life aboveground, he is
determined to come into bud. It is because he
knows unconsciously that there is someone
waiting for him. It is because he knows that
surely there is a light that is shining on him.
We all are the sown seeds. We have put out
many buds, but we do have many seeds that
have not come into bud. All children, as well as
adults, are just some kind of small seeds.
Like this Seed, I would like to come into
bud. But someday, I would also like to be
someone who sows some seeds in other people’s
hearts.
??? Traveling
?? ??
I love traveling. Traveling sets me free
from my tedious daily life. Traveling gives me
hope. Traveling changes my life.
Last February, I went to Europe by myself.
In London I met a man who looked like a
Japanese when I was packing around 11:30 pm.
At that time, I stayed at an inexpensive
dormitory managed by a Korean, and I could
not differentiate Koreans from Japanese. The
man spoke to me in Japanese. He said, “If you
would like to take a bath first, please go ahead.”
But I had to finish packing. I told him that he
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could take a bath first.
After he took a shower, I saw him again by
chance. He asked me, “Are you a student?
What do you study at your university?” I
answered, “I am an International Law student.”
These words carried him back to his school
days. He said, “Oh, I also studied International
Law when I was an undergraduate. But my
major was not law. I majored in Swedish at
Osaka University of Foreign Studies.” I said to
myself, “Osaka, International Law, Foreign
Studies...”
My law seminar students have joined
“Seminar of International Law across Four
Universities” every year since 1979. His
university, Osaka University of Foreign
Studies, is one of the universities that
participate. I thought he might have attended
this seminar when he was a student at Osaka
University of Foreign Studies.
At the seminar, I met professors from his
university. Thus, I thought that he might have
met my professor, Professor Miyoshi, who also
attends the seminar every year.
I asked him, “Do you know Professor
Miyoshi at Aichi University? ” He was very,
very surprised. He said, “What? Yes, yes, I
know him. Why do you know him? ” I smiled
and said, “I am a student at Aichi University,
and I study under Professor Miyoshi.” This was
the start of many fantastic meetings.
Last summer I went to Europe again. I
met a couple in Vienna. One week later I ran
into them in Naples. In Paris I came across my
high school classmate. In Munich I met an
opera singer in a cafe, and discovered that her
fiance graduated from the same junior high
school as I.
People I met during the two trips to Europe
had happy twinkles in their eyes and passion.
Almost all of them were older than I, and had
more experiences and knowledge. In talking
with them, I learned many important things.
In my travels, I have met many special
people. I have introduced only a few of them
today. If I have a chance, I will be happy to talk
to you more.
Traveling gives me many fortuitous
meetings. Meeting special people gives me
questions, encouragement, and joy. Many
meetings change my life. Traveling changes my
life.
I love traveling. How about you?
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